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Sri Lanka – Canada Business Council (SLCBC) 

 

 

 

The Sri Lanka – Canada Business Council under the aegis of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce was 

launched on 14th August, 1991. The prime objectives of the Council are promotion of trade/ 

investment, services, tourism and joint ventures between Sri Lanka and Canada. 
 
 

The Council celebrates 30 years of service in 2021. 
 
 

The Patron of the Council is the High Commissioner of Canada for Sri Lanka. 
 
 

Objectives 
 
 

 To promote tourism and trade between Sri Lanka and Canada and in particular to promote exports from 

Sri Lanka to Canada.  

 To encourage the establishment of Joint ventures in Sri Lanka between Canadian and Sri Lankan investors.  

 To exchange information on trade and investment with the appropriate bodies in Canada 

 To conduct Joint meetings with Canadian business organizations in Sri Lanka and in Canada 

 To serve as a recognized representative of business sector interests in Sri Lanka in matters concerning 

business relationships with Canada. 

 To co-operate with the Government of Sri Lanka in the pursuit of the above objects 

 To undertake all matters that are incidental or conducive to attaining the above objects 

 

The Council Committee meets once a month at the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce throughout the 

year.



Relationship Partners- SLCBC 
 

 

 

Canada 
 
 Canadian Trade Commissioner Service 
 
 Canada - Sri Lanka Business Council 
 
 Sri Lanka High Commission in Ottawa 
 
 Consulate General of Sri Lanka in Toronto 
 
 Export Development Canada (EDC) 
 
 Foreign Affairs & Intl Trade Canada 
 
 Industry Canada 
 
 Trade Facilitation Office of Canada 

 
 
 

Sri Lanka 
 

 Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 
 

 Canadian High Commission in Sri Lanka 
 

 Board of Investment of Sri Lanka 
 

 Sri Lanka Export Development Board 
 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

 Ministry of Industry & Commerce 
 

 World University Service of Canada (WUSC) 
 

 

 India 
 

  Indo Canadian Business Chamber (ICBC)



Committee – 2021/2022 
 

 
 

 

 

Office Bearers  
 
 

President                       Mr. Rajah Abeysinghe 
                Hydromec International (Pvt) Ltd   

             
 

Vice Presidents             Mr. Ong Jhon Seon  
                                             Prima Ceylon (Pvt) Limited 
 

           Mr. Priyantha Padmasiri 
           Thames International Educational Consultancy (Pvt) Ltd 
 

 
                            Immediate Past President     Mr. Lionel D C Silva                                                            
                                                                 Lidechsi Group of Companies                                       

              
                                        
 

Committee 
 

 Ceyline Shipping (Pvt) Ltd 

 Infomate (Pvt) Ltd 

 MAC Holdings (Pvt) Ltd  

 McLarens Holdings (Pvt) Ltd 

 Samson Rubber Products  

 
 

Secretariat 
 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 
No.50, Navam Mawatha 
Colombo 2. Sri Lanka. 

 
Tel.       +94115588861, 5588800 
Fax.     +94112449352, 2437477 
E-mail   dinithi@chamber.lk; trade@chamber.lk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dinithi@chamber.lk


List of Members 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Abans PLC 

Adhnan Trade Center  

Asian Institute of Business & Science Pvt 

Ltd  

Aitken Spence Travels (Pvt) Ltd  

 

B Sharp Lanka (Pvt) Ltd 

Beauty Gems 

Belden Industries (Pvt) Ltd  

 

Ceyline Shipping Ltd  

Ceylon Jewellry Manufacturers (Pvt) Ltd 

Cinnamon Grand Colombo  

Colombo Courtyards (Pvt) Ltd  

Consarc (Pvt) Ltd 

 

Divehi Holding PLC 

Educo Lanka Pvt Ltd 

 

Electronic Engineering Systems (Pvt) Ltd 

Ensys (Pvt) Ltd 

 

Fairfirst Insurance Ltd 

Fentons Ltd 

 

Glolan International (Pvt) Ltd.  

 

Hayleys Agriculture Holdings Limited 

Hydromec International (Pvt) Ltd  

 

Indocean Developers (Pvt) Ltd  

Infomate (Pvt) Ltd 

Institute of Certified Mgmt. Accountants 

of SL 

 

Jupitor Trading Co.Ltd  

 

Lanka Walltiles PLC  

Lidechsi (Pvt) Ltd 

      

  Total No. of Members: 56 

 

 

      

MAC Holdings (Pvt) Ltd 

Maliban Biscuit Manufactories (Pvt) Ltd 

Mas Active Trading (Pvt) Ltd               

McLarens Shipping Ltd  

Mega Plaza  

Metropolitan Office (Pvt) Ltd  

 

Nisreen Gems  

North American Travel Services Inc. 

 

Papercom Traders 

Pricewaterhousecoopers 

Prima Ceylon (Private) Limited 

Pulses Splitting Processing Industry (Pvt) 

Ltd.  

Pyxle (Pvt) Ltd 

 

Samson Rubber Industries (Pvt)Ltd  

Samson Rubber Products (Pvt) Ltd 

Seven Seas Commodities (Pvt) Ltd 

Singer (Sri Lanka) PLC 

SMR Marketing  

Softlogic City Hotels (Pvt) Ltd  

Surtek Industries Inc 

Spillburg Holdings (Private) Limited 

 

TAL Lanka Hotels PLC 

Tanyo Medical (Pvt) Ltd 

Thames Intl Educational Consultancy (Pvt) 

Ltd 

Trans Asia Hotels Ltd 

 

United Air Services (Pvt) Ltd. - Air Canada 

 

Vallibel Finance PLC 

 

Widac Holdings (PvtLtd  

 

Zam Gems (Pvt) Ltd 



 

 
 

 

During the period 2021 - 2022, the following key activities were implemented successfully by the 
Council: 
 

  30th Annual General Meeting  
 

The 30th Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka – Canada Business Council (SLCBC) of the Ceylon 

Chamber of Commerce was held on 07th October 2021.  Rajah Abeyasinghe, Chief Executive Officer of 

Hydromec International (Pvt) Ltd was re-elected as the President of the Council for the year 2021-2022.  

Abeyasinghe addressing the gathering stated that “the pandemic has caused socio-economic havoc 

not only in Sri Lanka but also globally and Sri Lanka needs to focus rest of 2021 to recover from both 

the Covid-19 pandemic and concurrent crises, especially managing its increasing debt will be a crucial 

pillar of Sri Lanka’s economic recovery”. 

 

Abeyasinghe,  assured the members that the Business Council under his leadership will continue with 

its plan of action to further enhance trade, investment and tourism between Sri Lanka and Canada and 

thanked His Excellency David McKinnon, High Commissioner for Canada Chief Guest of the Virtual 

Annual General Meeting, who is also the Patron of the Sri Lanka – Canada Business Council for his 

untiring assistance extended to the Council and welcomed Daniel Bood, Counsellor for Political & Trade 

to the Canadian High Commission in Sri Lanka.   

 

The High Commissioner for Canada, His Excellency David McKinnon congratulated the SLCBC on its 

30th year of operations, referring to the anniversary as “a significant milestone in the organization’s 

continuing support for Sri Lankan and Canadian business partnerships.” High Commissioner also 

highlighted the importance of the commercial component of the Canada - Sri Lanka relationship, taking 

into consideration Sri Lanka’s many assets in terms of talent, resources and geography. The High 

Commissioner emphasized that these assets, if properly harnessed through the right policies, could 

help strengthen the country’s economic prospects.   

 

Ong Jhon Seon, Prima Ceylon (Pvt) Limited and Priyantha Padmasiri, Thames International Educational 

Consultancy (Pvt) Ltd were elected as Vice Presidents while Lionel Silva serves as the Immediate Past 

President.   Capt. Gayan Gunawardena, Director Ceyline Shipping Ltd, Jehan Perinpanayagam, Chief 

Executive Officer, Infomate (Pvt) Ltd, Harith Jayasuriya, Chief Marketing Officer, MAC Holdings (Pvt) 

Ltd, Mahesh Kurukulasuriya, Group Chief Commercial Officer, McLarens Holdings Ltd and Sajith 

Rajapaksa, Director, Samsons Rubber Products (Pvt) Ltd were elected serve on the Executive 

Committee of the Council for the period 2021-2022. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

                       Skills for Success 
The SLCBC organized a session on Skills for Success along with Christmas Carols on 08th December 2021 
at ROCCO’s, Greogry’s Road, Colombo 07 which provided an ideal opportunity for members to network 
with other Council Members, Embassy Officials and Other Government Institutions. The session on 
Skills for Success was conducted by Ms. Dinali Bandaranayake Dandeniya, Life & Business Coach.  
 

 
 

 

Sri Lanka Is Open for Travel and Business an Introduction to Opportunities in 
Property and Leisure Sector  
With Colombo Port City and Cinnamon Life emerging as Sri Lanka’s most attractive investment 
opportunities in the property and leisure sectors, a webinar hosted recently by the Sri Lanka Canada 
Business Council (SLCBC) of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce offered potential investors a unique 
opportunity to gain investor insights into the two projects.  
 
Senior executives representing the two projects presented unique features, strategic growth plans 
and early-bird investment insights to an international audience at the webinar, furthering the SLCBC’s 
efforts to promote bilateral trade, investment and technology transfer between the Sri Lanka and 
Canada by highlighting Sri Lanka’s emergence as a globally attractive investment destination.   
Ms. Nabiha Mohamed - Manager of Strategy and Business Development of Port City, Colombo 
appraised participants of the opportunities in hospitality and tourism, ICT/BPM, maritime and logistics 
and financial services as FDI drivers, as well as the benefits of the Port City Act which would enhance 
the ease of doing business and prioritise FDIs.  
 
Mr. Dileep Mudadeniya – Head of Corporate Affairs at John Keells Holdings and Vice President, 
Marketing of Cinnamon Hotels elaborated on the country’s biggest private-sector mixed-
development investment project – Cinnamon Life - comprising what will be Sri Lanka’s largest hotel, 
as well as office and residential spaces. With a focal point on boosting city tourism, while contributing  



 

 
 

 
to the development of peripheral sectors, the project has already attracted high levels of global 
investor interest, he added.  

 

 

 
Virtual meeting with Mr. Harsha Navaratne, High Commissioner designate to 
Canada  
The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce in association with the Sri Lanka - Canada Business Council 
organized a Virtual Networking Session with Mr. Harsha Navaratne, Ambassador designate to Canada 
prior to his departure from Sri Lanka on 17th September, 2021. 

 
Webinar on Why Sri Lanka? 
This webinar on Why Sri Lanka? jointly organized by InfoMate and SLCBC featured leading 
professionals from Canada and the opening remarks from His Excellency David McKinnon, Canadian 
High commissioner to Sri Lanka highlighted many outstanding opportunities that lie in partnership 
with Sri Lanka. The panel comprised of Sanjeev, Advisory Board Member – Symbo Platform, Jehan 
Perinpanayagam, CEO Infomate, Director SLASSCOM and Canadian Trade Facilitation Officer.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

                           Auditors 
 

M/s. KPMG was elected Auditors of the Council. The Audited Statement of the Accounts of the 

Council for the period 2021-2022 is annexed. 
 
 
 
 

Secretariat 
 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce provided Secretarial Services to the Council during the period 

under review. 

 

 
By order of the Committee 
 

 
Dinithi Dias 

                        For Secretary  



 

 
 

 

Financial Review 2021 - 2022 
                     

 
 

 
  

            
 

               
 



 

 
 

                  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Summary of External Trade with Canada 

2017 – 2021 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Source - Sri Lanka Customs 

Compiled by the Foreign Trade/Information Division 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Source - Sri Lanka Customs 

Compiled by the Foreign Trade/Information Division 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 



 

 
 

 

 

Sri Lanka – Canada Business Council 
of 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 
No. 50, Navam Mawatha, Colombo 2. 

Tel. 5588861, 2421745-7: Fax. 2381012, 2449352, 2437477: 
E-mail – dinithi@chamber.lk; trade@chamber.lk 

 

Website: www.srilankacanadabiz.lk  
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